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ABSTRACT : 

PURPOSE: To attain stable focus control by detecting a light beam 
reflected from a recording medium by means of an astigmatism means 
placed with a tilt to the light axis and using a detection signal so 
as to control the focused light to the recording medium. 

CONSTITUTION: A radiated laser beam L is reflected in the 
recording film of an optical disk 1 and the reflected divergent laser 
beam is converted into collimated luminous flux by an objective lens 
16 at focusing. The beam L reflected in a half prism 4 and passing 
through a cylindrical lens 17 is made incident in an astigmatism lens 
18 arranged in the optical path of the beam L. The generating line of 
the lens 18 crosses the optical axis of the lens 17 and tilted with 
respect to the optical axis. Two kinds of signals are detected from 
the light beam with the astigmatism given by the lens 18 from the 
photodetector 19 and the focus of the focused light is controlled to 
the disk 1 by using two kinds of the signals. Thus, stable focus 
control is applied. 
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